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A Preacher in the Interest
of God’s Elect
“Paul, a servant of God, and an
apostle of Jesus Christ, according to
the faith of God’s elect, and the ac-
knowledging of the truth which is af-
ter godliness; in hope of eternal life,
which God, that cannot lie, promised
before the world began; but hath in
due times manifested His word
through preaching, which is commit-
ted unto me according to the com-
mandment of God our Savior.”

Titus 1:1-3

aul’s salutation to Titus is
a beautiful description of
how Paul viewed his call-

ing.  He saw himself as a slave of
God.  He saw that his service to
God was to be performed by pro-
claiming Jesus Christ.  The goal of
His service to God was that his
preaching Jesus Christ would move
the elect to exercise faith.  And the
elect would exercise their faith by
acknowledging the truth, by living

godly, and by having a hope of
eternal life.

This is the duty of every min-
ister whom God calls into the of-
fice.  He must obey the command
to preach Jesus Christ, crucified
and risen, as the only way for sin-
ners to find salvation.  And he
must understand that only elect
sinners will respond with faith.

It is this that the members of
the church are to expect from their
pastor:  obedience to the Master’s
command to preach Jesus Christ.
And it is this that the elders of the
church are to make sure the minis-
ter does.

What are you anticipating
when you attend a worship service
on the Lord’s Day?  What do you
want to hear?  What are you pray-
ing that you will hear?

        

Paul identifies himself in this
passage.  First, he sees himself as a
servant (literally, a “slave”).  Paul
and others do this often:  Romans
1:1; Philippians 1:1; James 1:1; II Pe-
ter 1:1.  A servant, or slave, is owned

by a master whom they are obliged
to obey.  Paul’s Master bought him
with the blood of His own Son, and
thus owns him.  Paul, the servant,
must not do what he himself wants
to do, but only what his Master com-
mands.  And Paul is conscious of his
complete dependence on his Master.
He must look to his Master for the
energy to perform faithfully his call-
ing as a servant.  And he is to de-
pend on his Master for any “success”
in his work.

Second, Paul identifies himself
as an “apostle of Jesus Christ” (1).
An apostle is a “sent out one.”  An
apostle was chosen and sent by
Jesus Christ, receiving his commis-
sion directly from Him.  This iden-
tification adds weight to Paul’s let-
ter to Titus.  This is not just a
friendly, confidential chat with
some friendly advice.  But Paul,
having received his authority from
Christ Jesus Himself, writes in such
a way that Titus must see Christ
speaking through Paul.  Paul has
Christ’s delegated authority.

Third, Paul identifies himself as
one unto whom is committed the
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pose.  This purpose is not one of
his choosing.  The God who com-
missioned him also identified for
him the purpose of his threefold
calling.

Paul is to exercise his calling
“according to the faith of God’s
elect,” i.e., in the interest of, with
respect to, or with a view to the
faith of God’s elect.  He was to la-
bor in order to be God’s instrument
to bring God’s elect to conscious
faith.

It is most interesting that Paul
writes of “God’s elect.”  The elect
are that certain and definite
number of the human race
whom God, in His eternal
decree of predestination, gra-
ciously chose unto Himself,
giving them to Jesus Christ,
so they would be forever
united to Him.  It is only the
elect who are given the gift
of faith.  Paul does not know who
the elect are, and is not able tell
whether someone to whom he is
preaching is an elect or not.  But
this is not his concern.  He just
knows that only the elect are given
the gift of faith that responds to
the preaching of Jesus Christ cru-
cified and risen, for faith comes by
hearing the Word of God (Rom.
10:13-17).  But Paul does imply that
he must preach so that the elect
identify and know themselves as
such—as God’s elect.  He must
preach God’s Word promiscuously,
everywhere God sends him, but he
is nevertheless aware of the fact
that his divinely-given commission
has to do with the elect of God.
He was laboring in order to pro-
mote the elects’ belief in and reli-
ance on God.

Paul labored so that the elect
would acknowledge the truth.
Paul proclaimed the truth, and
nothing but known truth—the truth
of God’s Word that was commit-
ted to him.  As Paul preached, the
faith of the elect responded to the
truth preached.  This means that
the elect gained a precise and ac-
curate knowledge (because it was
God’s revealed Word), and this led

to their gladly recognizing the re-
demptive truth in Christ.  This
shows that faith is knowledge of
objective truth, and not an opinion
or feeling.  It was the knowledge
of this truth that freed Paul’s hear-
ers and frees us from errors and
falsehood (Paul was concerned
about the influence of the
Judaizers, 1:14).

Further, when God’s elect come
to conscious faith in the knowledge
of the truth, they are led to “godli-
ness.”  That which commends truth
is its fruit:  godliness.  Godliness is

the conscious, rev-
erent bowing in
worship of and
obedience to God
in everyday life.
Godliness is living
as before God’s
face — an aware-
ness that the Al-

mighty God is here!  Always!  Over
and over Paul instructs Titus to in-
struct those who confess Jesus
Christ that a certain lifestyle prop-
erly flows from their belief in the
truth concerning Jesus (cf. 2:1, 5, 7,
8, 10, 14).

And, finally, the conscious faith
of God’s elect raises within them a
“hope of eternal life.”  The faith of
God’s elect does not end in this
world.  It includes an earnest
yearning, a confident expectation,
and a patient waiting for life ever-
lasting.  Eternal life is salvation in
Jesus in its fullest development.

When and how did God prom-
ise eternal life to the elect?  “Be-
fore the world began.”  Just as
God’s grace is given to God’s elect
in Christ before the world began
(II Tim. 1:9), so eternal life is prom-
ised us.  So vibrant is this hope of
eternal life that the elect are al-
ready called “heirs” (3:7).  God’s
decree is so certain that the grace
and eternal life that we will receive
can be spoken of as having been
already given.  The elect are given
to Christ, so that they might inherit
eternal life (John 17:6, 9, 24).  Thus
it can be said that the salvation of
believers is to be traced to its ori-

preaching of God’s Word (3).  Paul
has been given a commission.  A
commission means that someone
has been entrusted to do a thing.
In this case, God Himself is the One
who is giving the commission.  The
nature of God’s commission to Paul
is in the order of a divine com-
mand.  Paul was given a great re-
sponsibility with this divine com-
mission.  But this commission was
given by the God who is also Paul’s
Savior.  In fact, in the original lan-
guage the word order emphasizes
this fact, for the commission is “ac-
cording to the command of the Sav-
ior our God.”  Gratitude to the Sav-
ior for saving him and for giving
him the duty to proclaim the Sav-
ior motivates Paul to take on this
lofty and gracious commission.

What is it that God committed
to Paul?  Two things.  First, God
commits to Paul’s care His Word.
This was the Word of God con-
tained in the Old Testament Scrip-
tures, and it was the Word that
God was then currently manifest-
ing (revealing or making known),
most of which is now contained in
the New Testament Scriptures.
This latter is God’s clearer revela-
tion of the truth concerning His
work of salvation in Jesus Christ
with the hope of eternal life.  Sec-
ond, God committed to Paul the re-
sponsibility to preach, to herald,
God’s Word.  God’s new revela-
tions of Himself are to be made
known by means of the authorita-
tive proclamation of preaching.
Paul is a preacher of God’s Word.

Paul is writing to Titus, whom
he calls “mine own son after the
common faith.”  Paul sees Titus as
a spiritual child, one very dear to
him.  Paul saw himself having the
right to call someone his spiritual
child when God used him as the
means to give spiritual life to an-
other.  This is the way Paul spoke
to the Corinthians (I Cor. 4:15) and
to the Galatians (Gal. 4:19).

        

Paul is a servant, an apostle,
and a preacher for a specific pur-

That which
commends truth
is its fruit:
godliness.
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Editorial Prof. Russell Dykstra

gin in God’s eternal plan (cf. Rom.
8:29, 30; I Cor. 2:7; II Thess. 2:13).
God’s decree and promise of eter-
nal life is certain because God “can-
not lie.”  He is truth.  He “will not
lie nor repent, for he is not a man”
(I Sam. 15:29).  He is “faithful:  he
cannot deny himself” (II Tim. 2:13).

So Paul’s purpose for being an
apostle and preaching the truth of
God’s Word was that the authori-
tative proclamation of the gospel
will be the means to bring the elect
to faith.  Faith comes by hearing,
and hearing by the Word of God
(Rom. 10:17).  In this awareness
Paul must preach!

        

Titus was given a similar com-
mission to preach.  Paul, his spiri-
tual father, wants him to be aware
of the fact that he is the recipient
of God’s blessing:  grace, mercy,
and peace!  These words are not

just a wish, but an efficacious dec-
laration of blessing that originated
in the Father and was merited by
Christ Jesus our Savior.

Grace is God’s unmerited favor
always working in the heart of His
children.  Grace is God’s love for
the guilty that powerfully pardons
them.  This salutation of grace as-
sures Titus (and us) of God’s par-
don operating as a constant spiri-
tual power in our lives.

Mercy is God’s earnest desire
to bless, first Himself, and then His
miserable, but loved, children.
Mercy is God’s love toward the
wretched and pitiful, which pow-
erfully commiserates and blesses.
God’s elect are identified in Ro-
mans 9:23 as the vessels of mercy.
This salutation of mercy assures
Titus (and us) of God’s loving-
kindness in our present difficulties
and in every situation of life.

Where grace and mercy are

given, peace must follow.  Peace is
the consciousness that God’s chil-
dren have of being reconciled with
God through Jesus Christ.  Being
justified by faith we have peace
with God (Rom. 5:1).  This saluta-
tion of peace assures Titus (and us)
that what was broken and severed
by sin is made whole and is bound
up by grace and mercy.  The result
is a sense of wholeness and quiet
assurance.

So Titus (and every ordained
minister of the gospel) is to preach.
Do so as a servant of God, com-
missioned by Him to preach His
Word.  Do so, aware of the prom-
ise of the God who cannot lie, that
He is blessing you with His grace,
mercy, and peace.  Do so, praying
that He will bless the proclamation
of His truth with the fruit that
God’s elect come to conscious faith,
godly living, and a lively hope of
eternal life.

The Meekness Required in the
Servant of God* (1)

* This article is the text of the com-
mencement address delivered by Prof.
Dykstra at the graduation of Seminarian
Nathan Langerak on June 14, 2007 in
Trinity PRC.

Introduction

onight a milestone is
reached.

A man who becomes
convicted that God calls him to be a
minister of the Word and sacraments
sets off on a rather long and diffi-

cult path.  It includes college, four
years of seminary, an internship, and
the thorough, grueling examination
at synod.  Graduation from seminary
marks a rather important landmark
on the journey.  Although it is not
nearly as significant as the external
call from a congregation and subse-
quent ordination, graduation is
nonetheless a necessary and signifi-
cant point on the path to the minis-
try.  We rejoice tonight with the
graduate and his wife, and all his
extended family.

We know that Jesus Christ, the
King of the church, calls men to the
gospel ministry.  Scripture also re-

veals that whom the Lord calls, He
also qualifies by His Spirit.  Quali-
fication is necessary because the of-
fice of the minister is a vital office
in the church.  The minister repre-
sents Christ Himself, as prophet
and king.  The minister is the
mouthpiece of Christ in the con-
gregation.

Christ sees to it that His minis-
ters are qualified to perform the
duties of the office.  He forms them
with certain natural gifts and abili-
ties.  The King of the church also
equips ministers with certain req-
uisite spiritual gifts.

One of the outstanding spiri-

T
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tual qualities that Christ works and
that Christ demands in His ser-
vants is the quality of meekness.
It is especially upon that charac-
teristic that we will focus attention
tonight, so that we can know what
is meekness and why it is so im-
portant for a minister of the gos-
pel.

Quite properly we take for our
model, Moses.  He is described in
Numbers 12:3 as “very meek,
above all the men which were on
the face of the earth.”  That fact is
evident in the incident recorded in
Numbers 12.  It is an event that
could be titled:  A prophet has no
honor in his own country, espe-
cially among his own family.  A
subtitle could be:  How a servant
of God ought to respond to per-
sonal attacks.

We intend to set up Moses as
the outstanding model for the
graduate, and for every God-fear-
ing minister of the Word.

What is meekness?
Meekness is the spiritual vir-

tue that enables a Christian to be
humble, to be lowly.  In Scripture
it is often a description of those
who are poor or those who are af-
flicted.  Meekness is a matter of the
heart—a spiritual quality.  That
meekness is a spiritual virtue is evi-
dent from the fact that Scripture
contrasts the meek with the
wicked.  In addition, meekness is
a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:25).

Meekness particularly mani-
fests itself when one is attacked,
or when one is reproached or
beaten down.  The response of a
meek person is that he is able to
put himself down in such circum-
stances.

In order better to understand
what meekness is, consider what
it is not.  First, meekness is not
the same as weakness.  One can
be very strong, and still be meek.
In fact, one must be very strong
to pull himself back in the face of
personal attack and not retaliate.
Meekness is such a spiritual
power.

Second, meekness is not a lack
of courage.  To be assured of that,
one need only consider Moses
standing before mighty Pharaoh,
the absolute monarch of the most
powerful nation in that day, de-
manding, “Thus saith the LORD God
of Israel, Let my people go!”  The
meekest man on the face of the
earth was no coward.

To understand meekness, it is
also helpful to see what is the op-
posite of meekness.  The opposite
of meekness is not boldness.  One
can be very bold, and yet be meek.
Once again consider Moses.  He
displayed much boldness for the
cause of God before Pharaoh and
before rebels in Israel.

Rather, the opposite of meek-
ness is pride.  Pride that lifts up
self.  Pride that rises up in a rage
at personal affront.  Pride that at-
tacks a critic with biting sarcasm,
a towering rage, or even acts of
vengeance.

This mighty power of meekness
is demonstrated in Moses in Num-
bers 12.  There Scripture records
the incident of Aaron and Miriam,
Moses’ own brother and sister, at-
tacking Moses.  The attack is per-
sonal.  It is vicious.  It is one of the
most difficult for any servant of
God to endure – an attack on his
wife.

Moses’ response manifests his
meekness.  He did not assail them.
He did not even defend himself.
He set the matter before the Lord
God Himself, and he let God be the
judge.

Many other incidents in Moses’
life as leader in Israel brought out
Moses’ meekness.  The people of
Israel—God’s people—frequently
reproached him unjustly.  Already
in Egypt they rejected Moses as
their leader after he had visited
Pharaoh, and Pharaoh responded
by increasing the burden of the Is-
raelites.

At the Red Sea, when they saw
Pharaoh coming with his armies,
they reproached Moses with these
hard words:  “Because there were
no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken

us away to die in the wilderness?
wherefore hast thou dealt thus with
us, to carry us forth out of Egypt?
Is not this the word that we did
tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us
alone, that we may serve the Egyp-
tians?  For it had been better for us
to serve the Egyptians, than that
we should die in the wilderness”
(Ex. 14:11-12).

Again, at Rephidim, when
there was no water, we read in
Exodus 17:3-4:  “And the people
thirsted there for water; and the
people murmured against Moses,
and said, Wherefore is this that
thou hast brought us up out of
Egypt, to kill us and our children
and our cattle with thirst?  And
Moses cried unto the LORD, saying,
What shall I do unto this people?
they be almost ready to stone me.”

Even when the attack of the
people on Moses was really an at-
tack on God, Moses’ response, per-
sonally, was meekness.

So also a minister of the Word
and Sacraments must be meek.  It
is noteworthy that the Bible con-
tains three epistles addressed spe-
cifically to pastors—I & II Timothy
and Titus.  In all three epistles, the
inspired apostle enjoins upon pas-
tors Titus and Timothy the virtue
of meekness.

It is required of preachers that
they be of a lowly mind.  It is de-
manded of them that they be of the
attitude that is willing to bear per-
sonal reproach and not retaliate.
Preachers must bear suffering qui-
etly and in humility.

When the faithful pastor is
criticized, he listens very carefully.
Not to prepare a defense against
and attack on his critic.  Rather, he
seeks to know what of the criticism
is true.  (Not whether it is true, but
what part of it is true.  His think-
ing is:  What can I learn from this,
in order better to serve my God.)

He emphatically does not re-
spond in anger, which is very easy
to do.  A preacher is tempted to
respond:  “But now let’s look to
your failures.”  Or, “You will criti-
cize me for this when you do…???”
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Or, “After all the work I put into
my sermons…?”  Or, “I am the one
trained for the ministry.  I studied
four long years in seminary.”  And
then smother the objections with
logical arguments.

None of that is fitting for God’s
servant.  Rather, he bears criticism
quietly.  Let God be judge.

That is not to say that the pas-
tor is forever apologizing for things
that he did not do, in order to make
peace. When he has done wrong,
or spoken wrongly, he must be
quick to apologize.  However, he
ought not apologize for things that
are not wrong.  Yet his spirit must
be meek.

Why is meekness required
in a minister?

The short answer is, Because
God requires it.  Christ, the King
of the church demands it.

However, what I mean by that
question is this:  What is it about
the work of a minister that de-
mands meekness in him?

And the answer is, first and
foremost, that the minister stands
as a representative of God.  Merely
a representative of God.  A minis-
ter is not laboring for himself or
for his interests.  His efforts are not
directed toward his financial or
educational enhancement.  His la-
bors are not for personal aggran-
dizement.

Rather, a faithful minister of
the Word labors for God.  His goal
is that God be magnified.  His zeal
is that God’s Word go forth.  His
earnest desire is that God’s work
and purposes be accomplished.

Thus, with respect to himself,
the minister recognizes that he is
simply not important.  What hap-
pens to him is not significant.
What people think about him is not
his concern.  If he is despised, yea
even the offscouring of the world,
so be it!  So long as God’s Word
and work go forward.

A faithful minister does not
want to stand out, to draw atten-
tion to himself.  He deliberately
stands off to the side as much as

he can.  He is ready, eager, to
serve!  How can I best feed the
sheep and care for the lambs—
those are his deep concerns.  On
the contrary,  he wants Jesus
Christ, his Lord, to receive all the
attention.

Second, meekness is required
in the faithful study of Scripture.
This is true for all believers, for the
Word itself is a constant offense to
our proud hearts.  The Word as-
saults us!  It exposes our ugliness.
It condemns our particular sins.
The Word of God humbles us—set-
ting up a mirror to show us how
weak and sinful and depraved we
really are so that shame fills our
souls.

Pride rejects the Word.  It re-
fuses to see our sins; it denies that
we are that bad, that ugly, that
helpless.

Consequently, a servant of God
who is proud will not produce
faithful exegesis of the Scriptures.
He will not faithfully bring out the
meaning of Scripture.  Certain doc-
trines will go undeveloped.  The
preaching will not carefully and
consistently apply the truth to the
lives of sinners.

The reason for those inevitable
weaknesses in the preaching is that
the Word must first be understood
and applied in the study before it
can be faithfully and powerfully
preached.  The sinner in the study
must receive
the Word and
submit to it be-
fore he can
bring it to the
sinners in the
pew.

The explicit
testimony of
the Bible is that
it takes meekness to receive the en-
grafted word (James 1:21).  That
message is for all believers.  It
starts with the preacher.  He must
both receive and submit to the
Word by the power of meekness.

Third, meekness is required in
all the pastor’s dealings with the
people of God.  All God’s people

are different and their needs are
different.  A good preacher soon
learns that dealing with each one
will require a somewhat different
approach.  With one member, firm-
ness is the key.  With another, qui-
etness.  With another, the minister
must be stern.  With still another,
gentleness is necessary.

But no matter which of these
approaches is used, one character-
istic that must not be lacking is
meekness—self-effacing humility.
This meekness must, so to speak,
come out of a man’s pores.  The
attitude that must be most appar-
ent is this:  I am not better than
you.

This is a sincere, not a feigned,
humility.  For although all the
saints are different, yet two things
they all share.  First, they are all
sinners.  All are guilty of breaking
God’s law, and they do so continu-
ally.  Second, they are all saved by
the blood of Christ Jesus.

So also is the preacher a sinner
saved by grace alone.  Constant
awareness and conviction of his
own sins, coupled with continual
thanksgiving to God for salvation,
makes a minister meek in dealing
with the sheep.  Whether it be the
proud, rebellious sheep or the re-
pentant, weeping sheep; whether
the pastor is working with gentle
lambs, or hardened rams; whether
he is dealing with exuberant and

strong youth, or a widow
crushed by grief—meek-
ness is required.  A meek-
ness that exudes the mes-
sage: I am not better than
you.  I am your servant,
indebted to God for my
salvation, and for His
grace and Holy Spirit.

It is much easier for the
minister to deal with the people of
God when he is meek.

And God requires this.  A meek
pastor points to Christ, His Lord,
whom he serves.  A meek pastor
tells the proud sinner, “Bow in sub-
mission before King Jesus…with
me.”  Those overwhelmed with
troubles, a meek pastor takes to

The sinner in the study
must receive the Word
and submit to it
before he can bring it
to the sinners
in the pew.
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Christ the Shepherd who leads him.
He points the young, who rise up
in all the vigor of youth, to the
Christ, the unfailing source of all
his strength.

On the other hand, if a minis-
ter is proud, he will not deal prop-
erly with God’s sheep.  He will
confront the rebellious in a test of
wills, and the attitude, “Do thus
because I (we) say so.”  A proud

minister will want the people to
think that he is strong in himself.
He will leave the impression that
he, with his wisdom and strength,
can deliver them from troubles.
This is in every way wrong, and
detrimental to the sheep, even if
the man is preaching the truth for-
mally.

This meekness is required in
God’s servants not merely in the

first few years of the ministry.  It
is required not merely for a better
ministry.  Rather, this meekness is
obligatory for all God’s servants,
for the whole of their ministry, and
at all times in their ministry.

(It remains yet to examine how
this humility is obtained, and what
blessings result from this faithful
ministry.)

.. to be continued.

I Am Made All Things to All Men
bors as a missionary he was the ser-
vant of Christ.

A servant is nothing in himself.
His Lord is all to the faithful ser-
vant.  A servant is by no means
one who serves himself and his
own glory.  He serves his Lord who
called him, and in the case of the
Christian missionary, the Lord who
saved him by the mighty power of
His sovereign grace.  A missionary
who is the servant of Christ does
not act according to his own wis-
dom, nor does he choose his own
words or methods to accomplish
the work of his Lord.  He has no
choice but to obey his Lord and
Master and to serve Him with
godly fear.

The statement quoted in the
title of this article has been sub-
jected to the most gross false inter-
pretations imaginable.  Suppos-
edly, the end justifies the means.
As long as a method of evangelism
can draw the crowds, that is all that
matters.  So the statement of Paul
has been used by some to justify
totally unbiblical methods of doing
evangelism, some that are most un-
worthy of the glorious gospel of
Christ.  Preachers today find justi-
fication in the above statement of
Paul to change the gospel to make

it more ‘user friendly.’  Those who
promote this modern-day strategy
for church growth have changed
the gospel to take away its offense,
to appeal to the popular sentiment
of the masses.  By all means, do
not preach the offense of the cross,
these maintain, for that will turn
people off.  Do not insist on strict
keeping of the law of Christ, for
that also will turn people away
from the church.  Do not insist that
the followers of Christ are called
to holiness.  Do everything you can
to gain numbers in the church, and
to build mega-churches.  Make the
worship service a forum for popu-
lar entertainment.  Bring in the
popular rock groups to sing and
dance.  Produce movies of Bible
history, even of the life of Christ,
that have popular appeal.  Use the
same music and stage antics as the
‘pop culture’ of youth of the world.
This is especially the best way to
get the youth of our day to return
to church.  Never mind what they
do in church, as long as they are
present.  Build gymnasiums at-
tached to your church sanctuaries
so that the youth of the church
have a place to play.  Never mind
if they are not catechized in the
truth of the Word of God.

Go Ye Into All the World Rev. Arie denHartog

Rev. denHartog is pastor of Southwest
Protestant Reformed Church in
Grandville, Michigan.

Previous article in this series:  March
1, 2007, p. 255.

n our last three articles we
have been considering some
of the great statements the in-

spired apostle Paul makes in I
Corinthians 9:15-21.  Paul is speak-
ing as the greatest missionary of
all times.  He is speaking of his
own example in order to instruct
the church of the New Testament
even today in the great and won-
derful work of preaching the gos-
pel to all men.  We have seen in
past articles the great zeal of the
apostle Paul for the gospel of
Christ.  “Woe is me if I preach not
the gospel.”  The Lord Jesus Christ
arrested Paul on the road to Dam-
ascus and called him to be an am-
bassador of the gospel.  It was not
by Paul’s own choice that he be-
came the minister of Christ.  He
was not a self-appointed charlatan.
The calling of Christ laid upon Paul
an overwhelming and compelling
necessity to preach the gospel.
Paul confessed that in all his la-

I
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Mass audiences, performances
that have popular appeal and cre-
ate a great sensation—these are the
things that must encourage people
to return to church.  Give the pre-
senters at these meetings (not
preachers) the opportunity to pro-
mote themselves, and make them-
selves popular and make a lot of
money doing it—these are consid-
ered the greatest in the church
world of our day.  Dress like the
world, act like the world, make ev-
erything man-centered and enter-
tainment-orientated.

All of this could not be further
from Paul’s method of doing mis-
sion work.  Some of it even leads
to extremes that are blasphemous
to the name of the Lord.  Much of
this fills the churches with num-
bers, but such attenders hardly
know what it means to be a true
child of God.  There is little regard
for truth and sincere Christian liv-
ing.  Fundamental doctrines are
compromised in the interest of
gaining larger followings.  By such
methods the world is brought into
the church and the church is thor-
oughly corrupted.

Paul was passionately con-
cerned about preaching the truth
of the gospel.  He was earnestly
concerned about preaching the
whole counsel of God.  He warned
against any compromise of the
truth of the gospel.  The greatest
issue at stake for Paul was the
glory of the name of his Lord.  To
compromise the gospel would com-
promise the very thing that Paul
believed to be the power of God
unto salvation.  Paul was not
ashamed of the gospel.  He resisted
every temptation to water it down
in order to avoid offense and gain
popular appeal.  He gave his most
serious warnings about false teach-
ers acting like ravenous wolves in
the church.  He warned the elders
to be on guard against these and
by all means to keep them out of
the church.

Paul knew that it was not the
purpose or desire of God to save
all men.  He preached the doctrine

of predestination without shame.
He knew that the gospel that he
preached would be both a savor of
life unto life and of death unto
death.  When people who heard his
preaching became angry with him,
Paul did not change the truth of
the gospel in order to please men.

The preaching of the gospel can
and even must create division and
offense.  The preacher must be pre-
pared for this.  There will be those
who throw stones at the preacher
for the truth he preaches.  Paul lit-
erally experienced that.  There
were times in the ministry of Paul
when all turned against him be-
cause of the truth he preached.  All
of this will happen in our modern-
day age, when the love of men has
grown cold and the hearts of men
are hardened to the truth of the
gospel.  Paul himself prophesied
that the time will come when men
will not endure sound doctrine.
We are living in these times.

Having said all of this, however,
we must listen to the positive state-
ment of Paul and follow his ex-
ample.  Paul was passionate for
preaching the gospel; he served his
Lord faithfully; and he desired by
all means to save some.  In general,
the point of the apostle in the above-
quoted statement is that he was
greatly concerned that nothing that
he did would in any way hinder the
gospel from accomplishing its pur-
poses for the salvation of men.  In
the course of the work of preaching
the gospel, Paul would encounter
all sorts of men.  He wanted to be
ever so careful that his behavior be-
fore different kinds of men to whom
he was called to preach would not
be a stumbling block leading them
to sin rather than to salvation and
truth.  He did not want by his own
person and behavior to create an
unnecessary offense, which would
hinder the wonderful operations of
the Spirit of Christ to save His
people through the preaching of the
gospel.

The statement that “he was
made all things to all men” must
be understood in the light of the

whole passage in I Corinthians 9.
Though Paul was free from all men
he made himself the servant of all.
In order to avoid offense of the gos-
pel, Paul would give up his per-
sonal right to monetary support in
the preaching of the gospel, even
though the church that Paul served
was obligated to give such mon-
etary support.

Because Paul considered that
having a wife would hinder his
missionary labors (think of the
great hardships he faced on his
missionary journeys), Paul chose to
be single all his life.  What a sacri-
fice for the sake of the gospel!  This
was not because Paul believed that
all who are called to be ministers
must remain celibate.  This is the
evil teaching of the Roman Catho-
lic Church.  It is contrary to Paul’s
teaching.  Ministers and mission-
aries have a right to the blessed-
ness and happiness of Christian
marriage.  However, in some cir-
cumstances, for the sake of the gos-
pel, it is a good thing for preach-
ers to sacrifice this right.  They do
this according to the grace of God
given to them in order wholly to
devote themselves to the ministry
of the gospel in special and diffi-
cult circumstances.  Paul counted
not even his own life dear unto
him.  He was ready to offer up his
very life as a sacrifice to Christ for
the cause of the gospel and the sal-
vation of the elect of God.

We are impressed by the per-
sonal approach of Paul in all of his
missionary labors.  He was in the
true sense a man of the people.  He
loved people, especially those who
under the power of the preaching
of the gospel showed themselves
to be truly children of God.  He
cared about their salvation, their
deliverance from the wrath to
come, and their becoming partak-
ers of the glory of Christ and the
hope of eternal life.

Much of Paul’s time and efforts
were spent on preparation for and
engaging in public preaching.  No
minister may ever neglect this.
Paul was bold to stand before large
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audiences to defend and promote
the truth of the gospel.  In his pub-
lic preaching Paul was wholly de-
voted to his conviction concerning
the power and effectiveness of the
preaching of the gospel to save all
kinds of men.  Paul dared not sub-
stitute any other method for the
one ordained of the Lord.  He
dared to preach before the kings
and princes and rulers of the
world.

But Paul was so earnestly con-
cerned for the salvation of the hear-
ers of the gospel that he also came
down from the pulpit.  He lived
among the people to whom he min-
istered as the servant of Christ.  He
even went from house to house.
He entered into their life and the
circumstances of their life.  He
learned who and what they were.
He was able to come down to their
level and apply the gospel to the
situation in life in which he found
men.  Without ever in any way
compromising the truth of the gos-
pel, Paul knew how to adapt his
preaching to the various kinds of
men to whom he preached.  He
never condemned them outright,
though he was servant of the gos-
pel that condemned wickedness
and evil men.  He was deeply sym-
pathetic to his hearers and long-
suffering toward them in their
weaknesses.  He labored to bring
them from the state of being young
and immature in the faith to per-
fection and maturity in Christ.

The particular example that
Paul used in I Corinthians 9 is the
difference between preaching to
those who were Jews, whether now
already Christian or not yet con-
verted, and preaching to those who
were Gentiles, who never were un-
der the ceremonial law of the Old
Testament.  When among the Jews,
Paul behaved himself as under the
law (the ceremonial law of the Old
Testament); he regarded the Jew-
ish observance of the ceremonial
law of the Old Testament.  The
time in which Paul labored was a
time of transition between the Old
and the New Testament times.  In

order to avoid giving offense, Paul
sometimes continued to observe
Old Testament law.  Doing this he
himself knew the reality of the ful-
fillment of the Old Testament law
and the true and blessed freedom
that we have in Christ, who deliv-
ered us from the burden of the law
and fulfilled all the ceremonies of
the law.  Because of this perspec-
tive Paul at times kept Jewish cer-
emonies.  He had Timothy circum-
cised, even though Paul believed
that in Christ circumcision is noth-
ing.  When among the Jews, Paul
would avoid eating unclean foods
and things sacrificed to idols,
though he knew that in Christ all
things are clean and he boldly de-
clared that an idol is nothing.

Paul was sympathetic to the
weak who had not yet fully
grasped the freedom that we have
in Christ Jesus.  He did not imme-
diately condemn those who were
not yet strong in faith to realize
fully the glorious liberty that we
have in Christ.  In verse 21 Paul
speaks of gaining those under the
law.  When the text speaks of ‘gain-
ing’ these, this would also include
Paul’s labors to bring those whose
consciences were weak to a fuller
understanding and appreciation of
the glorious liberty that we have
in Christ.  At the same
time, the gospel that Paul
preached condemned
those who sought to bring
men again under bondage
and to deny the true free-
dom we have in Christ.

Paul was called
chiefly to be the ambassa-
dor of the gospel of Christ
to the Gentiles.  When
among the Gentiles, Paul
preached the glorious gospel of lib-
erty.  He did not insist that the
Gentiles keep the ceremonial laws
of the Jews, but immediately he
adds that he was not without law.
He taught that the Christian must
not use his liberty as an occasion
to the flesh, as freedom to sin.  Paul
was very serious about keeping the
moral law of God, teaching all men

how this law was the law of Christ
and must be obeyed from the heart
in the love of Christ.  Those who
teach that the “becoming all things
to all men” means that the preacher
must tolerate or be soft on sin and
disobedience to the law of God,
even tolerating gross immorality,
find no support in the teaching and
example of Paul.  Paul preached
the gospel in the midst of a grossly
immoral, pagan world.  He con-
demned that immorality even
though this resulted in anger and
ridicule from those to whom he
preached.  The gross immorality of
modern nominal Christianity in a
post-Christian society is far worse.
The carelessness and lawlessness of
those who are members of the
church lead to the blasphemy of the
name of Christ in the world.

Let us conclude with some
positive lessons that we must re-
ceive and follow in the great en-
deavor of the preaching of the gos-
pel.  There is a very important bal-
ance that must always be main-
tained.  The truth must be
preached, nothing but the truth,
and the whole of the truth of the
gospel.  But we must not by our
own behavior create any offense or
hindrance in the preaching of the
gospel.  Preaching the gospel al-

ways involves
great personal sac-
rifice of those
things that we
might otherwise
be able legiti-
mately to enjoy in
our Christian life.
All of this for the
sake of the gospel
of Christ and the
salvation of God’s

people.  The preaching of the gos-
pel must be accompanied by pro-
found spiritual concern for the
hearers.  The love of Christ for
them must cause the Christian
preacher to be an example of godly
humility, sacrifice, and obedience
to Christ.  So we are made all
things to all men.

We must not
by our own
behavior
create any offense
or hindrance
in the preaching
of the gospel.
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“The Science
of Addiction”

The cover story in Time maga-
zine of July 16, 2007 had the

above title.  The article pointed out
the serious problems of addiction
in society.  It was not written from
any sort of spiritual perspective.
The article did, however, point out
various scientific discoveries about
addictions that shed light on diffi-
culties children of God also face in
their pilgrimages.  Not only that,
but these scientific discoveries raise
various questions for the Christian.
There is the possibility of cures dis-
covered—pills or surgeries that
may help to overcome such addic-
tions.  The article lists some of the
addictions that can “hook” the in-
dividual:  alcohol, drugs, tobacco,
caffeine, food, gambling, shopping,
sex, and the Internet.

I quote a few segments of the
article.  The first quote relates to
alcohol abuse—drunkenness (of
which the author spoke from per-
sonal experience).

Back when I stopped drink-
ing, such an experiment would
have been unimaginable.  [The
writer refers to a brain scan called
functional magnetic-resonance im-
ager (fMRI). GVB]  At the time,
medical establishment had come
to accept the idea that alcoholism
was a disease rather than a moral
failing; the American Medical As-
sociation (AMA) had said so in
1950.  But while it had all the hall-
marks of other diseases, including
specific symptoms and a predict-
able course, leading to disability
or even death, alcoholism was dif-
ferent.  Its physical basis was a
complete mystery—and since no-
body forced alcoholics to drink, it
was still seen, no matter what the

AMA said, as somehow voluntary.
Treatment consisted mostly of talk
therapy, maybe some vitamins
and usually a strong recommen-
dation to join Alcoholics Anony-
mous.  Although it’s a totally non-
professional organization, found-
ed in 1935 by an ex-drunk and an
active drinker, AA has managed
to get millions of people off the
bottle, using group support and a
program of accumulated folk wis-
dom.

While AA is astonishingly ef-
fective for some people, it doesn’t
work for everyone; studies sug-
gest it succeeds about 20% of the
time, and other forms of treat-
ment, including various types of
behavioral therapy, do no better.
The rate is much the same with
drug addiction, which experts see
as the same disorder triggered by
a different chemical.  “The sad
part is that if you look at where
addiction treatment was 10 years
ago, it hasn’t gotten much better,”
says Dr. Martin Paulus, a profes-
sor of psychiatry at the Univer-
sity of California at San Diego.
“You have a better chance to do
well after many types of cancer
than you have of recovering from
methamphetamine dependence.”

That could all be about to
change.  During those same 10
years, researchers have made ex-
traordinary progress in under-
standing the physical basis of ad-
diction.  They know now, for ex-
ample, that 20% success rate can
shoot up to 40% if treatment is on-
going (very much the AA model,
which is most effective when
members continue to attend meet-
ings long after their last drink).
Armed with an array of increas-
ingly sophisticated technology, in-
cluding fMRIS and PET scans, in-
vestigators have begun to figure
out exactly what goes wrong in
the brain of an addict—which
neurotransmitting chemicals are
out of balance and what regions
of the brain are affected.  They are
developing a more detailed under-
standing of how deeply and com-
pletely addiction can affect the

brain, by hijacking memory-mak-
ing processes and by exploiting
emotions.  Using that knowledge,
they’ve begun to design new
drugs that are showing promise
in cutting off the craving that
drives an addict irresistibly to-
ward relapse—the greatest risk
facing even the most dedicated ab-
stainer.

The author presents studies
that appear to show how specific
parts of the brain are involved in
cases of addiction.  He presents pic-
tures of the brain of the addict
showing how parts of the brain be-
come intensely active when the ad-
dict indulges in his particular ad-
diction.  He presents, too, defini-
tions of the term “addiction” given
by others.

“Addictions,” says Joseph
Frascella, director of the division
of clinical neuroscience at the Na-
tional Institute on Drug Abuse
(NIDA), “are repetitive behaviors
in the face of negative conse-
quences, the desire to continue
something you know is bad for
you.”  [And:] “Addiction has a
specific definition:  you are unable
to stop when you want to, despite
[being] aware of the adverse con-
sequences.  It permeates your life;
you spend more and more time
satisfying [your craving].” –Dr.
Nora Volkow, Director, NIDA

The writer summarizes the re-
sults of scientific studies that indi-
cate the terribleness of addictions.
He himself had been a drunkard.
He had undergone tests to show if
he might be inclined to revert to
his alcoholic addiction.  He con-
cludes:

Nevertheless, says Volkow,
“addiction is a medical condition.
We have to recognize that medi-
cations can reverse the pathology
of the disease.  We have to force
ourselves to think about a cure be-
cause if we don’t, it will never

Rev. VanBaren is a minister emeritus in
the Protestant Reformed Churches.

All Around Us Rev. Gise VanBaren
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happen.”  Still, she is quick to ad-
mit that just contemplating new
ideas doesn’t make them so.  The
brain functions that addiction
commandeers may simply be so
complex that sufferers, as 12-step
recovery programs have empha-
sized for decades, never lose their
vulnerability to their drug of
choice, no matter how healthy
their brains might eventually look.

I’m probably a case in point.
My brain barely lit up in response
to the smell of beer inside the
fMRI at McLean.  “This is actu-
ally valuable information for you
as an individual,” said Scott
Lukas, director of the hospital’s
behavioral psychopharmacology
research laboratory and a profes-
sor at Harvard Medical School
who ran the tests.  “It means that
your brain’s sensitivity to beer
cues as long passed.”

That’s in keeping with my
real-world experience; if someone
has a beer at dinner, I don’t feel a
compulsion to leap across the
table and grab it or even to order
one for myself.  Does that mean
I’m cured?  Maybe.  But it may
also mean simply that it would
take a much stronger trigger for
me to fall prey to addiction
again—like, for example, downing
a glass of beer.  But the last thing
I intend to do is to put it to the
test.  I’ve seen too many others
try it—with horrifying results.

The writer makes a case for the
physical causes of addiction.  It has
also been pointed out that one’s ge-
netic makeup may well incline an
individual to one or another of
these addictions.  Or again, addic-
tions may be caused by environ-
mental conditions beyond one’s
control.

Therefore, so many conclude,
my addiction is not my fault.  I was
born this way.  How can it be sin—
if I have no control over the “causes”
of the addiction?  Homosexuals have
convinced many that because they
were “born this way,” they have
rights to conjugal relationships.  It
can’t be “sin” if they were “born this
way.”  The adulterer, the drunkard,
the smoker, the gambler might all
make similar claims.

I can believe that genes and/
or environment incline some to cer-
tain addictions (even as cancer may
be the result of one’s genetic
makeup or environment).  But is
not all of this exactly the conse-
quences of Adam’s first sin?  God
said that in the day Adam ate of
the forbidden fruit, he would die.
That death was not simply the ces-
sation of his physical life some 900
years later, but his whole being
was affected by God’s sentence.
He was separated from the face
and favor of God.  Death reigned
in his members.  One can under-
stand that he became susceptible
to all manner of diseases.  His very
genetic makeup was affected.  And
Adam passed this on to his chil-
dren—part of “original pollution.”
That was the horror of the original
sentence of death passed on in the
generations.  Even as I had no con-
trol over my conception or birth,
even so I have no control over the
genetic code that determines my
height, color of eyes or skin, or
whether I am inclined to one or an-
other of the “addictions.”

Two truths must be forcefully
emphasized.  First, none can blame
God or accuse Him of “making me
this way,” thus seeking to excuse
his sin and escape condemnation.
Secondly, the Christian under-
stands that the fight is so great and
the temptations so many, that he
could never deliver himself from
this death.  It is only in Christ that
there is deliverance.  The regener-
ated, called, and converted sinner
knows this.

The apostle Paul himself, in
Holy Scripture, dealt with that ar-
gument.  In treating the subject of
election and reprobation in Romans
9, Paul quotes the objector, “Thou
wilt say then unto me, why doth
he yet find fault?  For who hath
resisted his will?  Nay but, O man,
who art thou that repliest against
God?  Shall the thing formed say
to him that formed it, Why hast
thou made me thus?  Hath not the
potter power over the clay, of the
same lump to make one vessel unto

honor, and another unto dis-
honor?”

The Heidelberg Catechism, in
Lord’s Day 3 and 4, states:  “Q8.
Are we then so corrupt that we are
wholly incapable of doing any
good, and inclined to all wicked-
ness?  A. Indeed we are; except we
are regenerated by the Spirit of
God.  Q9. Doth not God then do
injustice to man, by requiring from
him in His law that which he can-
not perform?  A. Not at all; for God
made man capable of performing
it; but man, by the instigation of
the devil, and his own willful dis-
obedience, deprived himself and all
his posterity of those divine gifts.”
God rightly requires obedience—
and every individual is held ac-
countable before God for his ac-
tions.

One is reminded forcefully of
the terrible control sin has on a per-
son.  We confess that we have but
a small beginning of new obedi-
ence.  When another succumbs to
these wiles of the devil, we can
quickly tell such a one, “Just stop
committing that sin!”  But addic-
tions represent sins that seem at
times to have unbreakable control
over us.  One can continue to en-
gage in them while knowing it to
be hurtful to self, to family, and
others about him.  The cry of that
great apostle Paul resounds within
one’s soul, “The good that I would
I do not; the evil that I would not,
that do I” (Rom. 7).  Paul concludes
with the anguished cry:  “O
wretched man that I am; who shall
deliver me from the bondage of this
death?”  His answer, and the only
proper solution:  “I thank God,  (it
is) through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Unbelievers indeed can some-
times find medications and rehab
houses that may help them to fight
certain addictions.  But that does
not change hearts.  One remains
under condemnation, though he
might escape the clutches of cer-
tain addictions.

The child of God knows that it
is indeed, after all, a “heart prob-
lem.”  He agrees with Paul’s an-
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guished cry.  His only hope of de-
liverance is the cross of Christ.  He
must be regenerated by the Holy
Spirit.  He looks to the Spirit to di-
rect him and strengthen him in this
great struggle against sin in his life.
In this horrific struggle, Scripture
instructs one to wear the whole ar-
mor of God (Eph. 6:10-18).  He is
also called to use available means
that God directs to effect recovery.
There is a lifelong struggle against
sins of every sort.  Indeed, we have
but a “small beginning of new obe-
dience.”  And fellow saints pray
for each other in this great battle.
The victory is already ours in
Christ.  We are called to forsake
every way of sin.  We look for fi-
nal deliverance when we are taken
to glory.

Harry—the Atheist

The last of the seven-volume se-
ries about Harry Potter is fi-

nally off the press.  Its author,
Joanne K. Rowling, already is the
owner of three fancy houses and
has more money than the Queen
of England (Time magazine, July
23, 2007) as a result of the books
(and movies based on them).  It is

safe to say, I believe, that many
also in our churches have been av-
idly reading these books and were
looking forward to the final vol-
ume, Deathly Hallows.  How are we
to evaluate these books?  How do
others evaluate them?  For your
consideration I present the follow-
ing quote from the above issue of
Time (hardly a conservative and
surely not a religious magazine),
by Lev Grossman:

Rowling’s work is so familiar
that we’ve forgotten how radical
it really is.  Look at her literary
forebears.  In The Lord of the Rings,
J.R.R. Tolkien fused his ardent Ca-
tholicism with a deep, nostalgic
love for the unspoiled English
landscape.  C.S. Lewis was a de-
vout Anglican whose Chronicles
of Narnia forms an extended ar-
gument for Christian faith.  Now
look at Rowling’s books.  What’s
missing?  If you want to know
who dies in Harry Potter, the an-
swer is easy:  God.

Harry Potter lives in a world
free of any religion or spirituality
of any kind.  He lives surrounded
by ghosts but has no one to pray
to, even if he were so inclined,

Mrs. Miersma is the wife of Rev. Thomas
Miersma, missionary in Spokane, Wash-
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which he isn’t.   Rowling has more
in common with celebrity atheists
like Christopher Hitchens than she
has with Tolkien and Lewis.

What does Harry have instead
of God?  Rowling’s answer, at
once glib and profound, is that
Harry’s power comes from love.
This charming notion represents
a cultural sea change.  In the new
millennium, magic comes not from
God or nature or anything grander
or more mystical than a mere hu-
man emotion.  In choosing
Rowling as the reigning dreamer
of our era, we have chosen a
writer who dreams of a secular,
bureaucratized, all-too-human sor-
cery, in which psychology and
technology have superseded the
sacred.

When the end comes, where
will it leave Harry?  He’ll face
tougher choices than his fantasy
ancestors did.  Frodo was last seen
skipping town with the elves.
Lewis sent the Pevensie kids to the
paradise of Aslan’s Land.  It’s un-
likely that such a comfortable re-
tirement awaits Harry in the
Deathly Hallows.

That’s a sobering evaluation.
What do you think of the evalua-
tion and its accuracy?

Royal Children:  Hiding God’s
Word in the Hearts

s we draw these articles
on royal children to a
close, we will look briefly

at one additional means to develop
our ability to deal with the written
and spoken word, especially with

a view to understanding the Word
of God.  Having considered in pre-
vious articles the importance of
regular and meaningful conversa-
tion with our children and the im-
portant part that reading aloud with
our children can play in develop-
ing their God-given abilities, we
turn to the importance of memori-
zation, especially memorizing Scrip-
ture.  Finally, we will remember to
follow the path of prayerful depen-
dence upon our faithful Father God

as we take up this marvelous call-
ing He has given us.

Psalm 119:11 speaks of the
word as being hidden in our heart,
and this stands, significantly, in the
section that begins, “Wherewithal
shall a young man cleanse his
way?”  This psalm speaks repeat-
edly of meditation upon God’s
Word, of being taught it, and of our
delight in it.  This is no less true
for us than it was for the Old Tes-
tament saints.  In Deuteronomy

A
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11:18 we read, in a reiteration of
the instruction of Deuteronomy 6,
“Therefore shall ye lay up these my
words in your heart and in your
soul....”  Colossians 3:16 admon-
ishes us to “Let the Word of Christ
dwell in you richly.…”  One of the
great strengths of our churches and
Christian schools is the insistence
upon regular memory work.  It is
a joy to see announcements in our
bulletins of Bible memory projects
for the whole congregation.  With
memorization falling on hard times
in many spiritual and academic
circles, let us continue to cling to
this practice.

When we memorize something
we make it a part of us, something
that goes with us everywhere and
at all times.  Then when we cannot
read the Scriptures, we can still
meditate upon them, whether on
the job, while driving, or on a sick-
bed.  If the Scriptures are taken
from us by persecution, we will
still have them dwelling in our
hearts.  For this to be true, Scrip-
ture must become part of our long-
term memory.  While I do not
know a great deal about how our
minds work in this regard, I think
we all recognize that there are
things we can put into temporary
memory, like phone numbers or
addresses, which we forget once
we no longer have a use for them.
Then there is a short-term memo-
rization, which we often use in our
school years when we “cram” to
learn something for a test.  Finally,
there are those things that we learn
so thoroughly that we either are al-
ways able to recall them or to re-
learn them easily with minimal re-
view.

Obviously, it is in this last cat-
egory that we would desire to place
memorization of Scripture,
Psalters, and much of our cat-
echism instruction.  To memorize
in this way requires regular review
of what we have learned.  For
some, this memorization will be
comparatively easy; for others it
will require much more work.  But
the rewards will be great.  If memo-

rization comes easily to you or to
your children, then use this gift—
don’t let it languish.  Even if it is
difficult, do not give up.  Like any
other skill, the ability to memorize
improves with practice.  The more
we memorize, the more easily we
will be able to memorize; and, nor-
mally, the younger we begin to
teach our children to memorize, the
easier it will be for them.

Memorization of Scripture is
not only an activity we should en-
courage in our children.  We
should set an example by memo-
rizing with them.  While our young
children will
s o m e t i m e s
have the abil-
ity to memo-
rize more
quickly than
we do as
adults, there
is no reason
that we should set a certain arbi-
trary age at which we will no
longer memorize.  We could make
memorization a part of our family
worship, or we could memorize
with our children at bedtime when
they are younger.  We can also
make use, as a family, of the
memory work required of our chil-
dren in school or catechism, includ-
ing a time to review regularly what
has been learned.

What should we memorize?
While there is a place for learning
individual “memory verses” (as in,
for example, our catechism lessons),
learning passages of Scripture will
generally be more beneficial for
long-term retention.  Psalms that
speak of the greatness of our God
(8), of His care for His people (23,
27), exhortations to praise and wor-
ship (100, 117), confession of sin (32,
51, 130), or the walk of the child of
God (1, 15, 24) are a good starting
point.  The Psalms encompass the
whole experiential life of faith of the
child of God, and learning these
Psalms will give our children a
spiritual reservoir to draw upon as
they face various trials and tempta-
tions.  Learning the Apostles’ Creed,

the doxologies, and Psalters will
help our preschool and young
school-age children to participate in
the worship service.  We can help
make our celebration of Christmas
a more spiritual one by memoriz-
ing Luke 2 or by learning some of
the Old Testament prophecies of the
coming of Christ (Is. 9:6, 7; 11:1-5).

Another approach that is ben-
eficial is to learn a series of texts
that teach the cardinal truths of the
Christian faith or texts that illus-
trate the five points of Calvinism.
When learning these verses we
ought to make sure that we and
our children learn also the place in
which the text is found.  This will
be valuable to us and to them be-
cause we will be able to find the
passage in which the text is located
even when the exact wording has
faded somewhat from our minds.

Do our children need to under-
stand what they memorize?  Ide-
ally we will explain the meaning
of the passage as much as possible,
but having a full understanding of
the words memorized is not neces-
sary.  As our children grow in un-
derstanding, they will be able to
understand more fully what they
have already learned.  We are usu-
ally more likely to underestimate
than to overestimate our children’s
abilities in this regard.

For young children the easiest
things to memorize will probably
be Psalters and other songs.  One
of the great benefits of the gift of
music that God has given us is its
ability to help us remember words
in connection with it.  When we
use songs to help our children
memorize the alphabet and other
facts, we see how quickly they are
able to learn in this way.  The mu-
sic that fills our homes, especially
the music that has words, words
that we may think we are not even
listening to, is the music, with its
words, that will fill the hearts of our
children.  The devil wants to use
that music to fill the hearts and
minds and mouths of our children
with his message.  When we listen
to music with words, we should be

We should set
an example by
memorizing
with them.
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very careful as to what we are
bringing into our homes.  Often,
the words convey some sinful mes-
sage, whether overtly or subtly,
with powerful emotion, the music
enhancing and imprinting the emo-
tion along with the words.  Per-
haps the sinful message is doctri-
nal heresy, or perhaps its “style”
conveys a certain attitude toward
God.  Let’s not fool ourselves by
saying, “But I don’t listen to the
words.”  You do, whether you re-
alize it or not, and so do your chil-
dren.  Rather use the gift of music
first of all as a means to fill the
hearts and minds and mouths of
your children with the praises, the
works, and the wonders of God.  If
our children learn their Psalter for
school or catechism, but it stands
in isolation from the rest of the mu-
sic of the home, it will not live in
them in the same way.

Finally, there is also a place for
the memorizing of edifying poems
and speeches.  Memorizing poems
and speeches in which the gift of
language is used well will help to
instill in our children patterns of
speech and use of language that
will enable them to express them-
selves more clearly and more beau-
tifully.  This kind of memorizing
creates a model for them in prayer,
as in learning the Lord’s Prayer,
particularly, or other prayers that
will help them gradually to formu-
late their own prayers in reverent,
godly language. Some will object
to the teaching of memorized
prayers on the grounds that it does
not allow the child to bring his own
petitions.  Yet, if the disciples
needed to be taught to pray, so do
we and our children, and just as
Jesus gave His disciples a model
prayer, so we may teach our chil-
dren models of prayer, using the
great model that Jesus set forth.

Rather than beginning by hav-
ing our children make their own
petitions, let us first teach them to
make their own the simple and rev-
erent petitions of Scripture and of
saints who have gone before.
Teaching them to pray as they

grow in ability to understand
means more than insisting on the
speaking of a rote prayer; it means
teaching them what that prayer
means, that they may make it their
own.  The same is true of confes-
sion of our faith.  We teach them
the Lord’s Days of the catechism,
the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene
Creed, and articles of the Belgic
Confession of Faith, that they may
learn to make the language of these
confessions their own. It is not us-
ing the words of these confessions
that will detract from the personal
character of our confession.  It is
using them without understanding.

In conclusion, I would like to
emphasize that it is only in the way
of prayer that we may walk as
stewards of the King, caring for His
children.  Prayer is that vital time
with our Father-King where alone
we receive the grace and strength
to teach His precious children.
There we pray for our children,
that the feeble instruction we give
may be used as the means in His
hand to draw them unto Him.  It
is so easy to get caught up in all
the means as so many things we
must do.  Prayer will keep our
hearts and minds focused on the
goal and purpose, not on the means
as an end in themselves.  The
prayers, not only of those to whom
God directly entrusts the care of
the royal children, but also of the
whole congregation, young and
old, married or single, full of chil-
dren or childless, are the powerful
means by which God will build His
church.

Pray that our lives may be
filled with the grace and love of
the Father-King, that by this means
our children will learn His love,
that by our godly example others
(our children) may be gained to
Christ.  Pray, as fathers (and for
fathers), for grace to love our wives
and children for the Lord’s sake,
to bear patiently with their weak-
nesses and infirmities, and to pity
our children, not only in their
physical weakness, but also in their
spiritual weaknesses.  Pray that we

will not be exasperated with our
children, but patiently discipline
and build them up in the faith and
knowledge of our Father in heaven.
Pray for grace to continue to turn
away from the desire to seek our-
selves, focusing only on our own
interests and hobbies, but rather to
die to self and seek first the wel-
fare of our Father’s kingdom, both
in His church and in our homes.
Pray for our wives in the difficult
calling they have, both for their
physical strength in pregnancy and
childbirth and in the care of the
children, but pray also for their
spiritual needs to remain faithful
to their calling and not in their
weakness to despair.

Pray, as mothers (and for moth-
ers), for grace to walk in quiet sub-
mission to our husbands, that we
may set an example of obedience
to our children.  Pray for our hus-
bands in their difficult calling as
they must go out into an increas-
ingly sinful world and face mani-
fold temptations, especially the
temptations to turn from the way
of marital faithfulness and from
faithful service to worldly ambition
for money and power.  Pray for
grace to resist the siren call of the
world, which calls us fools for put-
ting our husbands and children be-
fore worldly ambition, which
mocks and derides us for our large
families, which tells us to seek our-
selves and a career, and which tells
us to put physical attractiveness
and allure before the desire for
modesty and godliness.

Pray together for our pastors
as they instruct the lambs of the
flock especially in the catechism
classes.  Pray for our Christian
schoolteachers, that they may faith-
fully bring the light of the Word to
bear on all that they teach.  Pray
that they may see themselves as
those who assist godly parents as
stewards in carrying out their call-
ing, and not as those who are sim-
ply better educated “authorities.”
Pray that they may have patience
and love to bear with the weak-
nesses of our children and courage
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and faithfulness to draw to our at-
tention also the sins of our chil-
dren.

Pray that God will continue to
raise up faithful pastors and teach-
ers in our midst.

Pray for our children that our
Father will give them a heart to
obey us for the Lord’s sake, that
He will work in them a teachable
spirit to receive our instruction and
discipline in humility, and that He
will instill in them a desire to walk

in the ways of their Father King.
Let us all, then, continue to pray
that our Father will mold and make
His children after His image and
likeness, for only in this way will
they become truly royal children.

Suspension and Deposition
of Officebearers (1)

“When ministers of the divine Word, elders, or deacons have com-
mitted any public, gross sin which is a disgrace to the church or
worthy of punishment by the authorities, the elders and deacons shall
immediately, by preceding sentence of the consistory thereof and of
the nearest Church, be suspended or expelled from their office, but
the ministers shall only be suspended.  Whether these shall be en-
tirely deposed from office shall be subject to the judgment of the
classis, with the advice of the delegates of the synod mentioned in
Article 11.”

Church Order, Article 79.

one hand, suspension and deposi-
tion do not take the place of Chris-
tian discipline, as outlined in Ar-
ticles 76-78.  The officebearer who
is suspended and deposed from of-
fice for any of the specific sins men-
tioned in Article 80, may, even af-
ter he has been suspended and de-
posed, be the object of the disci-
pline of the church.  This would
certainly be the case if he contin-
ued impenitent in the sins on ac-
count of which he was suspended
and deposed.

At the same time, even though
an officebearer has been suspended
and deposed, it may not be neces-
sary for the consistory to deal with
him following the steps of Chris-
tian discipline.  This would be the
case if the officebearer was repen-
tant over the sin(s) that occasioned
his suspension and deposition.
Then, although it would still be
necessary to remove him from his
office, no further discipline would
be required.

A very important principle of
Reformed church government
undergirds Articles 79 and 80.
That important principle is that the
special offices reside in the local
congregation.  The local congrega-
tion, through its consistory, calls to
office, ordains to office, and super-
vises the officebearers’ labors.  On
this same principle, the local con-
gregation through its consistory

Introduction

rticles 76-78 of the Church
Order concern the exercise
of Christian discipline.

Those articles lay down the proce-
dure that a consistory is to follow
in dealing with an impenitent
member, beginning with suspen-
sion from the Lord’s Table and
ending in excommunication.  Ar-
ticles 79 and 80 continue the
Church Order’s treatment of disci-
pline, but focus specifically on the
discipline of officebearers.  How is
the church to deal with officebear-
ers who fall into public sin?  What
procedure is to be followed in re-

moving them from office?  What
kinds of sins warrant removal from
office?  These questions are an-
swered in these two articles.

Although suspension and
deposition from office are closely
related to Christian discipline (the
discipline of the “ordinary” mem-
bers of the church), they are also
distinct.  Article 80 states that
officebearers are subject to suspen-
sion and deposition for sins that “in
any private member of the church
would be considered worthy of ex-
communication.”  Clearly, there-
fore, there is a connection between
Christian discipline in the narrower
sense of the word and the disci-
pline of officebearers.  The disci-
pline of officebearers is an aspect
of the discipline of Christ in the
church, the third mark of the true
church in the world.

Yet they are distinct.  On the

A
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can and must remove unfaithful
officebearers.  This is a precious
right and a sobering responsibility.

This right of the local congre-
gation and consistory was restored
to the church through the great Ref-
ormation of the sixteenth century.
This right was denied to the local
churches at that time, one of the
grievous evils in the Roman Catho-
lic Church of that day, an evil that
exacerbated all the other evils that
the Roman clergy were guilty of.
Because of the Romish hierarchical
church government, unfit men
could not be removed from their
offices by the local congregations.
Although they openly lived wick-
edly and worldly, there was virtu-
ally nothing that local church mem-
bers could do about unfit
officebearers.

This grievous evil still plagues
the Roman Catholic Church today
and has again been highlighted by
all the publicity surrounding the
sex scandals involving Roman
Catholic priests.  Although priests
made themselves guilty of the vil-
est immorality, they were not re-
moved from office by the local con-
gregation—could not be removed
by the local congregation—but
were often simply reassigned to
other parishes by regional bishops.
This is a travesty!  This may not
happen in the Reformed churches.
Articles 79 and 80 guard against
this evil.

These articles demonstrate
clearly the high regard that the Re-
formed churches have for the of-
fice of Christ in the local congre-
gation.  Those who are unfit repre-
sentatives of Christ may not stand
in the office of Christ.  They ought
not to be admitted to the office, if
that unfitness is manifested before
their ordination.  And if after they
are in office they demonstrate this
unfitness, the church has the duty
to remove them from office.  The
office is not inexorably tied to the
person of the man who occupies
the office, as is the case with the
pope of Rome.  Instead, an
officebearer may rightfully have

his office taken away from him.
Articles 79 and 80 spell out the rea-
sons on account of which a man
may be removed from office, as
well as the procedure that a
consistory is to follow in carrying
out this removal.

Articles 79 and 80 speak of
“suspension” and “deposition”
from office.*  Suspension from of-
fice precedes deposition from of-
fice, although ordinarily suspen-
sion from office leads eventually to
deposition.  But there is a differ-
ence.  Suspension is the revocation
of the right to function in the of-
fice.  The suspended officebearer
still holds the office, but he is not
permitted to carry out the rights
and duties of the office.  Deposi-
tion is removal from the office.
Now the man no longer stands in
the office, but is stripped of the of-
fice itself.

Public or Gross Sin
Article 79 calls for the suspen-

sion and deposition of officebearers
who “have committed any public,
gross sin which is a disgrace to the
church or worthy of punishment by
the authorities.”  Article 80 men-
tions several specific sins on ac-
count of which officebearers ought
to be suspended and deposed.  In
a future article we will look care-
fully at those specific sins.  Addi-
tionally, Article 80 speaks of “all
sins and gross offenses as render
the perpetrators infamous before
the world,” as well as those sins
“which in any private member of
the church would be considered
worthy of excommunication.”

Not every weakness or sin on
the part of an officebearer neces-
sarily makes him worthy of sus-
pension and deposition.  There are
many weaknesses and even sins
that the members of the congrega-
tion may see in their officebearers,
and that are probably especially
evident to their fellow officebear-
ers.  These sins and weaknesses
must be patiently borne with.
These sins and weaknesses call for
brotherly admonition and warning.

But these sins and weaknesses do
not require that an officebearer be
suspended and deposed.

That, too, is an important prin-
ciple behind Articles 79 and 80.
That principle is that God is
pleased to rule His people, who are
all sinners themselves, by
officebearers who are also sinners.
It must not surprise us that office-
bearers manifest certain weak-
nesses and sins from time to time.
How could it be otherwise?  And
God has His own purpose in this
as well.  That purpose is at least
that God’s people learn not to put
their trust in their officebearers.
Respect them, honor them, submit
to them—to be sure.  But not put
their trust in them.  God’s people
must learn to put their trust in the
one of whom the officebearer is the
servant and representative, the
Lord Jesus Christ, the officebearer
in God’s church.

This is another reason that the
members of the church must pray
for their officebearers—pray for
them earnestly and often.  The
officebearers need those prayers.
They need those prayers not only
because of the magnitude and
gravity of the work to which they
are called, but in addition, because
the ones who are called to this
great work are incapable and un-
worthy sinners.  God’s people, and
the officebearers themselves, recog-
nizing this, are going to be diligent
in prayer.  They must beseech God
that, notwithstanding their weak-
nesses and sins, He will use the
officebearers to accomplish His
saving work in the congregation.

Not every sin and weakness
calls for suspension and deposition
from office.  But public, gross sins
call for suspension and deposition.
Public sins are sins that are or can
be widely known in the church and
in the community.  Gross sins
would be especially grievous sins,
sins that are of a more serious na-
ture just because of the kind of sins
that they are.  Gross sins are usu-
ally also public sins, but not neces-
sarily so.  Included among these
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sins, although not limited to them,
would be sins “worthy of punish-
ment by the authorities.”  The “au-
thorities” here are the civil authori-
ties.  However, not all the sins that
are mentioned in Article 80 are
punishable by the authorities in our
land.  Adultery or false doctrine,
for example, are not sins that are
punished by the civil authorities,
at least not ordinarily.  This, how-
ever, does not exempt the office-
bearer from suspension and depo-
sition by the church.  But sins that
an officebearer commits that are
punishable by the magistrate are by
that very fact sins on account of
which an officebearer may be sus-
pended and deposed.

The reason for suspension and
deposition is that by his sin(s) the
officebearer has brought “disgrace
to the church.”  This disgrace to
the church is disgrace to Christ and
to the name of Christ whom the
officebearers represent.  This dis-
grace is disgrace in the eyes of the
world.  By his public or gross sin
the officebearer is responsible for
bringing reproach upon Christ and
His church.  He has given the en-
emies occasion to blaspheme.  That
is what the prophet Nathan said to
David after he had committed
adultery with Bathsheba and had
murdered Uriah:  “… by this deed
thou hast given great occasion to
the enemies of the Lord to blas-
pheme” (II Sam. 12:14).  Because

of his scandalous behavior, the
officebearer has forfeited the right
to continue to hold the office of
Christ.  By his public or gross sin,
he has disqualified himself from
the office.

Besides occasioning the re-
proach of the world, the office-
bearer who has committed public,
gross sin has also offended God’s
people.  Such is the offense that the
officebearer can no longer labor ef-
fectively in the office.  Even though
he is repentant over his sin, even
though he confesses his sin, and
even though he makes a clean
break with his sin, because of the
seriousness of his sin his future la-
bor in the office is brought under
suspicion.  Human nature being
what it is, it will be hard for God’s
people to receive the brother as a
representative of Christ.  There will
often be doubts and fears in the
minds of the members of the
church regarding the genuineness
of his repentance, whether he has
in fact broken with the sin.  Under
these circumstances, the brother
simply will not be able effectively
to work in an edifying way in the
congregation.  For the sake of the
congregation, too, the right course
of action is that the officebearer be
removed from office.

This is not to say that the con-
gregation does not forgive the
brother.  If he is repentant, the con-
gregation will forgive him and as-

sure him of that forgiveness.  Ac-
cordingly, the brother will also be
welcomed as a member of the
church and be encouraged to par-
ticipate in the life of the church.
But from the fact that he is forgiven
does not automatically follow that
he also should remain in office.
High regard for the office of Christ,
as well as deep concern for the
well-being of the congregation, re-
quires that the officebearer never-
theless be suspended and deposed.
In that way the glory of God and
of Christ in the church are honored.
And in that way the church is best
served.

Next time we will continue our
consideration of this article by con-
sidering the proper procedure to be
followed in suspension and depo-
sition.  We will take note of the
difference in procedure between el-
ders and deacons on the one hand,
and ministers on the other hand.
We will also look at various mat-
ters related to suspension and
deposition, including the question
whether an officebearer once de-
posed may again hold office in the
church.

* Article 79 speaks both of
officebearers being “expelled from
their office” and “deposed from of-
fice.”  The article makes plain that
these are to be considered identical.
To be expelled from office, therefore,
is to be deposed from office.
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News From Our Churches Mr. Benjamin Wigger

Mr. Wigger is a member of the Protestant
Reformed  Church  of  Hudsonville, Michi-
gan.
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Denomination Activities

A delegation from our denom-
 ination’s Contact Committee,

consisting of Prof. R. Dykstra and
Mr. Peter Vander Schaaf, accom-
panied by their wives, left July 6

for a two-week visit to Europe.
These men had a full schedule of
visits arranged with contacts our
churches have in Germany, Russia,
and Uzbekistan.  Initial reports
since their return on July 23 indi-
cate that these visits were profit-
able for seeking the true unity of
Christ’s church in churches world-
wide and bode well for future con-
tacts with fellow Reformed believ-
ers.

Congregation Activities

Vernon and Maria Ibe, members
of the Berean PRC in the Phil-

ippines, arrived safely in the
United States in early August.  Mr.
Ibe is enrolled in our seminary and
plans to begin classes there this fall.
Our congregation at First PRC in
Grand Rapids, MI has been given
the opportunity to bring the Ibe’s
into their fellowship and assist
them in their needs.  In July, First
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began their involvement with the
Ibe’s by seeking donations for
household items that the Ibes could
use during their 3-4 year stay in
Grand Rapids.  A list was compiled
of needed items that the congrega-
tion could give to fill those needs.
First also enjoyed a coffee after
their morning worship service on
August 5th to welcome Vernon and
Maria (Melody).

Due to the recent sale of their
church property and pending re-
location, the South Holland, IL
PRC will temporarily be holding
their worship services at Serbian
Hall, located at 186th and Stony
Island Ave. in Lansing, IL, begin-
ning on Sunday, September 9.  Ser-
vices will be held at the normal
times.  Their interim mailing ad-
dress will be:  Protestant Reformed
Church, PO Box 478, South Hol-
land, IL 60473.  South Holland’s
Building Committee is still work-
ing out details with Cornerstone
PRC, Peace PRC, and our two
Christian schools in the area for
the use of their facilities in help-
ing out for their weekly meetings
and other needs.

The “News” extends its thanks
to the members of the Grandville,
MI PRC for serving as the host for
last month’s annual young
people’s convention.  This year’s
convention was held in Vermilion,
Ohio, at Beulah Beach, the week
of August 13-17.   The young
people of Grandville chose for this
year a theme of “Living Sacrifices
of Thankfulness,” from Romans
12:1, 2.

The conventioneers heard
speeches by Rev. K. Koole on “Re-
sisting Temptation,” Rev. W.
Langerak on “Our Use of Prayer,”
and Rev. R. VanOverloop on “Vic-
tory in Christ.”  As members of the
older generation, we parents and
grandparents also pray that these
speeches, and the spiritual discus-
sions that followed, serve as a
means for spiritual growth for our
young people.  What a blessing
these weeks of convention are each
summer.  As churches we should

certainly be thankful that these
gatherings continue to be well at-
tended and that they continue to
provide a profitable time of fellow-
ship with other young people of
our churches.

Evangelism Activities

With the approval of their
council,  the Evangelism

Committee of the First PRC in
Grand Rapids began looking for
members of their congregation in-
terested in participating in an out-
reach program to inmates at the
Kent County Jail.  Opportunities in-
cluded participation in leading
Sunday chapel services or
mentoring outgoing prisoners.
There was an informatory meeting
at First planned for July 31 to ex-
plain further these outreach oppor-
tunities, answer questions, and pro-
vide enrollment forms to those in-
terested in participating.

The Evangelism Committee of
the Southwest PRC in Grandville,
MI sponsored their annual “Sum-
mer Seminar” for four consecutive
Tuesday evenings in August.  Each
session began at 7:30 and was given
in a classroom-style format, pro-
viding opportunity for interaction
between the presenters and the au-
dience.  The title of this year’s
seminar was, “The Believer and the
Bible.”  Prof. R. Cammenga, Prof.
R. Dykstra, Rev. A. denHartog, and
Rev. W. Bruinsma were the speak-
ers.

The Evangelism Committee of
both our Hudsonville, MI  PRC and
Trinity PRC sponsored an informa-
tion booth at the Hudsonville Fair
the week of August 20.  Since rules
at the fair call for someone to be
physically present at each booth to
monitor it at all times, each evan-
gelism committee was looking for
members of their respective con-
gregations to volunteer an hour or
so of their time.  Hudsonville was
responsible for Monday, Wednes-
day, and Friday, while Trinity took
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday.

Sister-Church Activities

Many in our denomination had
 an opportunity in July and

early August to welcome to their
fellowship Rev. and Mrs. A.
Stewart from our sister church in
Northern Ireland, the Covenant
PRC in Ballymena.  They were here
for almost four weeks.  Their
schedule was very busy while here,
including giving presentations
about Rev. Stewart’s work, preach-
ing in several of our churches, and
conducting a marriage ceremony,
besides visiting with family and
friends.  May the Lord continue to
bless their labors for the good of
His church, and for the closer fel-
lowship between our denomination
and our sister in Northern Ireland.

School Activities

Members of the Lynden, WA
PRC and supporters of Cov-

enant Christian School, were in-
vited to hear Prof. H. Hanko speak
on August 10 at their church.  Prof.
Hanko spoke on the topic of
“Christian Education.”

If you plan to attend college in
the NW Iowa area this fall, there
will be a PR Bible Study held ev-
ery Wednesday at Dordt College
beginning September 5 at 7:00 PM
in C 175, with discussion taken
from II Peter.

Minister Activities

The Edgerton, MN PRC ex-
tended a call to Rev. R. Kleyn,

pastor of Trinity PRC in Hud-
sonville, MI, to serve as a domes-
tic missionary, whose initial labors
will center in Sioux Falls, SD.

And just a reminder that Semi-
narian Heath Bleyenberg began his
Internship at the Hudsonville, MI
PRC on July 1.
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RESOLUTION OF SYMPATHY
The consistory and the congrega-

tion of Edgerton PRC wish to express
Christian sympathy to the Brands fami-
lies following the passing of their
brother and uncle,

EVERT BRANDS.
May they find comfort in God’s

Word in II Corinthians 1:3, 4:  “Blessed
be God, even the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies,
and the God of all comfort; Who
comforteth us in all our tribulation, that
we may be able to comfort them which
are in any trouble, by the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comforted
of God.”

Rev. Dennis Lee, President
James VerHey, Clerk

RESOLUTION OF SYMPATHY
The consistory and congregation

of the PRC of South Holland express
Christian sympathy to Mr. and Mrs.
Joel Smits and family in the death, at
the age of 91, of Joel’s grandmother,

MRS. SADIE SMITS.
“Father, I will that they also, whom

thou hast given me, be with me where
I am; that they may behold my glory,
which thou hast given me:  for thou
lovest me before the foundation of the
world” (John 17:24).

Rev. Allen Brummel, President
Gysbert VanBaren, Clerk

NOTICE
Annual Meeting of the Reformed

Free Publishing Association, Thursday,
September 27, 7:30 P.M., at Byron Cen-
ter Protestant Reformed Church.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
On August 4, 2007, our parents

and grandparents,
ADRIAN and GERTRUDE LENTING,
celebrated their 40th wedding anniver-
sary.

We give thanks to our heavenly
Father for blessing us with these cov-
enant parents.  As their children, we
would like to thank them for their many
years of faithful upbringing and for
raising us in God’s fear.  We pray that
God will bless them in their marriage
in the years to come and give them
many more years together.  Acts
16:15b:  “If ye have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come into my
house, and abide there.”

Jeffrey Lenting (in glory)
Andrea Lenting
Brad and Patti Lenting

Collin
Patrick and Jennifer Lenting

Brooke, Conner
Phil and Stacy Lenting

Hannah, Nicholas
South Holland, Illinois

RESOLUTION OF SYMPATHY
The consistory and congregation

of the PRC of South Holland express
Christian sympathy to Mrs. Anna
Zandstra, John, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Lenting and family, and the Holleman
brothers and sisters-in-law in the
death, at the age of 83, of

MR. JOHN ZANDSTRA, Sr.
“Let not your heart be troubled:

ye believe in God, believe also in me.
In my Father’s house are many man-
sions:  if it were not so, I would have
told you.  I go to prepare a place for
you.  And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and receive
you unto myself; that where I am, there
ye may  be also” (John 14:1-3).

Rev. Allen Brummel, President
Gysbert VanBaren, Clerk

RESOLUTION OF SYMPATHY
The Men’s and Ladies’ Society of

Southwest PRC express their sincere
sympathy to Mr. Gerald Driesenga in
the loss of his dear wife,

JEAN DRIESENGA,
on August 3, 2007.

“For we know that if our earthly
house of this tabernacle were dis-
solved, we have a building of God, a
house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens” (II Corinthians 5:1).

Marvin Kamps, President
Grace Kuiper, Secretary

REMINDER:
This is the last issue of the vol-

ume year. If you desire to have your
own copies bound, please bring the
entire set (October 1, 2006-Septem-
ber 15, 2007) to the RFPA office (1894
Georgetown Center Dr., Jenison, MI.
Hours:  Mon., Wed., Thurs. 8:00-4:00,
and Fri. 8:00-3:00) by October 15. The
cost of having your own SB’s bound is
$15.00.

RESOLUTION OF SYMPATHY
The council and congregation of

the Kalamazoo PRC wish to express
their Christian sympathy to John and
Cheryl Vlietstra and their children in
the death of Cheryl’s father,

MR. GERRIT J. STEENWYK.
May we find strength and comfort

from God’s Word, “For I am per-
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalites, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38, 39).

Rev. Audred Spriensma, President
Melvin VanDyk, Clerk


